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Christmas cookies for 
Genesis House

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Northlands Parkway Collegiate bak-
ing and pastry arts students used 
their skills to do some good this holi-
day season.

The class baked hundreds of Christ-
mas cookies and treats for donation to 
Genesis House, the regional shelter 
for abused women and their children.

“There was a lot of production and 
we all worked together as a team and 
we packaged them all together to give 
them [to Genesis House] today,” ex-
plained Gr. 10 student Anna Dyck.

Knowing the cookies are going to 
families who might be having a dif-
fi cult time over the holidays made all 
the work worthwhile, Dyck said.

“We all love baking but then we get 
to help other people in that process? 
It’s a really awesome feeling.”

Shelter reps stopped by the school 
on Friday to pick up the goodies and 
talk to the teens about the services 
they offer the victims of domestic vio-
lence.

Samantha Toews, the shelter’s chil-

dren’s counsellor, said they’re “just 
absolutely overjoyed” to receive such 
a generous donation.

“Before we were even contacted by 
them we had decided that this year 
we wanted to set up necessity baskets 
... to send home with the families for 
Christmas,” she explained. “And then 
about a week later we got this email ... 
that the kids wanted to do this. So we 
were just overjoyed. This is another 
thing that we can put in there.”

The care baskets are meant to pro-
vide a measure of comfort to families, 
Toews said, and Christmas cookies 
certainly go a long way toward doing 
just that.

“Christmas baking is defi nitely 
something that is a treat and it’s some-
thing that is often taken for granted,” 
she said. “That we’re able to provide 
that this year is very welcomed and 
defi nitely will be more than appreci-
ated by our families.”

Every time the community steps up 
to help the families at Genesis House 
through initiatives like this, Toews 
stressed, it sends a clear message of 

love and support.
“A lot of the families that come in, 

especially over Christmastime, the 
family peace ... is something that’s 
been broken,” she said. “So when they 
hear that there’s other people from 
the community that are reaching out  
... and are willing to do extra work for 
them and for us and to bring a piece 
of this warmth into their home is ab-
solutely huge.”

Toews was also excited at the oppor-

tunity to speak with the teens about 
Genesis House’s programming.

“I think it’s really cool to be able to 
come into a classroom setting and to 
deliver to smaller groups of people, 
especially in the high schools,” she 
said, pointing to the new Teen Talk 
program the shelter is starting up to 
educate youth about healthy rela-
tionships and the warning signs of 
abusive ones.
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Northlands Parkway Collegiate baking and pastry arts students 
whipped up hundreds of Christmas treats for the local women’s 
shelter last week. Back row, from left: Damaris Dueck, Trudy Neufeld 
Rempel, Jolina Thiessen, and Anna Dyck. Front row, from left: Alex 
Klassen, Lynn Franz, and Jessica Goertzen.
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